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RIBCHESTER PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting held at 7.30pm on Monday 15 July 2019 at SS Peter & Paul’s Parish Centre, Ribchester.


PRESENT:

Chairman: Cllr Carol Milne

Councillors:

A Brown, E Law-Riding, G Rollinson, D Royle    
36
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllr J Dickinson, Cllr H Wilson

37
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations of pecuniary interest were made.

38
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting held on 17 June 2019 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
39
MATTERS ARISING
(i) Concerns were expressed about the increasing number of incidents of street trading (sale of bicycles) taking place around the Recreation Ground and Fort Avenue.  ACTION.  Cllr A Brown to seek advice from RVBC. (Done)

(ii) Further concerns were expressed about the temporary replacement recycling bins on Pope Croft which, at the time of the meeting, were overflowing with rubbish.  ACTION.  Clerk to contact RVBC to arrange for collection (Done): Cllr Brown to enquire about expected date of delivery for permanent replacements.
40
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
With the receipt of the previous posting of planning applications, the Council was now up-to-date with current applications.  No new applications received on 12 July, next posting will be 19 July. (Post minute note: no further applications listed on 19 July).
41
PARISH GRANT APPLICATIONS

On receipt of further information which had been acquired in respect of the four applications considered at the June meeting, the following decisions were made:

RESOLVED:  To award grants to Ribchester Playing Field Trust (£300); Ribchester Playgroup (£300) and Knowle Green Village Hall (£100).  The Grant Application from RV CAB was not agreed.

The following points were made in respect of the above awards:

(i)  that the Playing Field Trust should be asked to make a formal application in future years, as the Council wished to make fresh assessments of Grants on each application.  It was noted that it could not always assure a continuous annual award, as future pressures on funding could not be identified in advance;
(ii) that Ribchester Playgroup be notified that the full Award requested could not be funded, but that the price of the storage equipment would be met in full, with a further £50 towards their fund-raising efforts to be awarded;

(iii) that Knowle Green Village Hall be awarded a contribution of £100, towards the remaining shortfall on the full cost of the defibrillator.

(iv) that all future applicants be advised that preference will always be given to projects which directly benefit local groups and charities; and that a second consideration will be the level of external funding to which the applicants have access.  Where significant sums are provided by public bodies etc, this will have a bearing on the level of Grant awarded, if any.
42
FINANCIAL MATTERS/ACCOUNTS
RESOLVED:
That the following payments be made:
· Clerk - Clerical services, plus Reimbursement of expenses (general office and 

BKVC expenditure)







£334.88
· SS Peter & Paul PC meeting fees 



 

£25.00
· Reimbursement of expenses for wood-stain for renovation of benches
on the Riverside (BKVC)






£41.00








TOTAL

£400.88








43
MATTERS RELATING TO PRINCIPAL COUNCILS
(i) Borough Council Report - Cllr Brown reported that at the 9 July meeting RVBC passed a motion ‘that this council objects to the creation of a Penine Lancashire Unitary Authority and firmly believes the residents of Ribble Valley are best served by an improved two-tier system of local government.’
She further reported that the meeting also passed a motion ‘that this council supports the campaign by the Rural Services Network -  It’s time for a Rural Strategy – calling for Government to produce a Rural Strategy setting out their priorities for England’s rural communities and the rural economy for the future’.  Issues concerning members included rural broadband, transport, affordable housing and cleaning of road signs.  The revised Corporate Strategy for RVBC will be published in September and is likely to contain a rural regeneration scheme.  
(ii)  Planning Committee Report – Section 106 money collected from developers of sites is very specifically allocated.  More information from town and parish councils would be helpful in advance of new developments so that specific needs can be addressed.  Officers are undertaking a review of burial/cremation facilities in the borough and a report will be forthcoming soon.
It was reported that incorrect information had been published in the Clitheroe Advertiser in respect of the Government scheme – High Street Fund (correction to be published in next edition).  No developed scheme had been submitted, only a simple expression of interest.  It was not successful, but there will be another opportunity in January to re-apply and other options for funding are being pursued.  

Information had also been received about the need for repair work to be carried out on Hawes Aqueduct by United Utilities, given the poor condition concrete (built in 1930s).

(iii)  LCC Decision – It was reported that a decision had been taken to cease the Lancashire Wellbeing Service with effect from 31 December 2019, but that there would be no referrals accepted from 1 September 2019.
44
MATTERS RELATING TO THE PARISH
(i) The Weind – following receipt of the folder of forty pieces of User Evidence, LCC had contacted the Clerk to request further actions be taken.  Efforts must now be made to find the owner of the Weind, by the display of notices and an application to the Land Registry (chargeable); Notice of the Application must to sent to all owner/occupiers of the properties surrounding the Weind; if possible, more information should be added to the existing folder; an application made to the Highways Department, since references have been made in the  User Evidence of cycles and other modes of transport being used on the Weind.  The Clerk will then be advised by LCC if there is a need for further User Evidence Forms to support the application.
The timescale for a decision  is likely to be twelvemonths minimum; but if there are any objections (eg, from the Owner when Identified) the process could take years.

It was confirmed that there are no plans by LCC to close or in any way block or prevent access to the Weind.  
(ii) Red Scar Energy Centre Development, Longridge Road – following reports in the press about the Development on Longridge Road residents in the village had contacted the Clerk to express concerns, particularly about air quality, emissions, and increased traffic and transport problems related to its construction.  Information had been placed in the Notice Board, advising of the availability of further information, and ways to obtain further details and the way in which to register comments on the planning application.  Ribchester Parish Council had not formally been approached for comments during the consultation process earlier in the year, because the village is outside the area.
(iii) BKVC – Progress to date was reported.  At least one judging visit had taken place, as the judges had been seen in the Millennium Garden.  Further improvements had been made in the village, in line with the strategy.  The benches in the Millennium Garden and along the riverside had been re-varnished.  By a stroke of luck/good timing, the Spar shop has been undergoing a major re-fit and re-decoration of the shop front.
(iv) Parsonage Farm Right of Way -  Previous concerns about the change to a Public Right of Way behind Parsonage Farm had been expressed, however it was reported -  with pleasure -  that the right of way had been restored to its original position across the field, and that there were now new gates in place.
45
CORRESPONDENCE
(i)  Letter from the Field Day Committee.  A letter of thanks had been received from the Committee for the application which was made to waive the Pope Croft parking charges and the information notices about the charges which had been displayed.  These seem to have assisted in avoiding a repeat of problems with parking on the Sunday after Field Day experienced in the past.
(ii)  Approach from Ribble River Trust for permission to put up four interactive information boards for two weeks in August as part of an educational River project for children/families.  Permission was given.

(iii) Letter of Concern about parking.  A letter of concern had been received about the apparently dangerous parking on the double-yellow lines directly outside the Millennium Garden entrance to the Recreation Ground.  He and the Playing Field Trust were particularly concerned about child safety when crossing Church Street if the car obscured the view of the road. ACTION.  LCC Highways Department to be contacted by the Council for advice/action.

(iv)  Concerns about Age Restrictions for use of swings on Rec.  Following an observed incident of misuse of the swings by older children and an adult, it was agreed that if the school could be identified, it would be contacted in respect of the incident.  Further information also to be ascertained about any age restrictions which apply to use of swings.
.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.30pm
.

